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Geomicrobiology Workshop “Building a Habitable Earth” 
University of Tuebingen (Tuebingen, Germany), May 30th to June 3rd, 2016 

 
Evaluating the changing impact that life has had on the physical and chemical environment 
throughout Earth history is one of the underlying principals of Geomicrobiology, and requires a 
thorough understanding of how biological processes are captured in the geological rock record, our 
only direct archive of early life on Earth. Thus, within the framework of the DFG priority 
programme SP1833 “Building a Habitable Earth”, this workshop intends to bring together 
PhD students and postdocs in geobiology/ geomicrobiology/ biogeochemistry/ geochemistry/ 
geology/ molecular biology/ microbiology/ molecular phylogenetics, etc. to discuss the analytical 
techniques and research strategies at the forefront of Geomicrobiology today, and to evaluate the 
current and emerging research topics within the field of early Earth research. The goal of this 
workshop is to bring together young researchers at the beginning of their careers in 
Geomicrobiology, giving them the opportunity to meet and network with other young researchers, 
as well as be guided by more senior researchers that are at the forefront of the field.  
 
The presentations will be given in English by leading international experts in Geomicrobiology. 
Confirmed speakers at the workshop are Prof. Andy Knoll (Harvard), Prof. William Schopf 
(UCLA), Dr. Ronny Schönberg, Dr. Joachim Reitner, Dr. Jan-Peter Duda, and Dr. Karim Benzerara 
(IMPMC, Paris). The price for the workshop is 300 Euros including all coffee breaks, all lunches, 
two workshop dinners and accommodation. 
 
We invite applications to attend this workshop hosted by the Geomicrobiology Group at the Center 
for Applied Geosciences (ZAG) at the University of Tuebingen. The application in PDF format 
should be submitted by email to Prof. Dr. Andreas Kappler (andreas.kappler@uni-tuebingen.de) no 
later than March 1st, 2016. The subject line of the email should read “Geomicrobiology Workshop 
Tuebingen”. Participation is limited to 30 applicants. You will be notified about acceptance by April 
1st, 2016. For PhD students and postdocs, SPP 1833 provides a limited number of scholarships. 
Please indicate in your application that you apply for such a scholarship and send a copy of your 
application to the SPP 1833 co-ordination office (SPP-1833@uni-koeln.de). 
The application should include: 1) a short CV including educational background, PhD research 
topic, and selected publications. 2) A brief letter of motivation. The latter could include a statement 
of your past/present achievements, a perspective of your future achievements, and/or a short 
statement on your view of emerging topics of broad significance in geomicrobiology research and 
how your research will contribute to these issues.  
 
Information about this workshop can be found on the Kappler Geomicrobiology webpage at: 
http://www.geo.uni-tuebingen.de/arbeitsgruppen/angewandte-
geowissenschaften/forschungsbereich/geomikrobiologie/workgroup.html 
and on the webpage of the SPP “Building a habitable planet”: http://www.habitableearth.uni-
koeln.de/12547.html  
 

We look forward to your participation! Prof. Andreas Kappler & Dr. Aleksandra Mloszewska 


